2
MEET THE COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
chairman@cornwall.camra.org.uk 07469 706182

Deputy Chairman
Vince Curtis
deputychair@cornwall.camra.org.uk
07771 577395
Chairman Beer Festival Organising Committee
Dave Ward
festivalorganiser@cornwall.camra.org.uk
Branch Secretary
Craig Allen

There has been a whirlwind of activity over the last few
months with the AGM, beer festivals galore and a flurry
of trips and events up and down the county.
The March AGM saw three of our founding members
ceremoniously cutting of the 40th Anniversary cake to
huge cheer from the Branch. We welcomed in Vince
Curtis to the Role of Deputy Chairman, Dave Ward to the role of
Festival Organiser and Ann Burnett alongside Roger Webster as
Joint Social Secretaries. And boy have they been busy since then…

Treasurer
Matt Stribley
treasurer@cornwall.camra.org.uk
Membership Secretary
Steve Willmott
01637 830540 or mobile 07960 716930
membership@cornwall.camra.org.uk
Newsletter Editor
newsletter@cornwall.camra.org.uk
Newsletter Advertising
07828 166819
advertising@cornwall.camra.org.uk
The new committee’s first meeting was at The Globe, Lostwithiel

Social Secretary
Ann Burnett
07811 678173
socialsec@cornwall.camra,org,uk
Joint Social Secretary & Public Transport Officer
Roger Webster
publictransport@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Press Officer; Branch Contact; Web Master
Sonia Bunce 07777 608152
pressofficer@cornwall.camra.org.uk
branchcontact@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Pubs Officer
Rod Davis
pubsofficer@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Cider Representative
Linda Dopson
cider@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Regional Tasting Panel Coordinator
Steve Barber
southwestsouth.tprc@tasting.camra.org.uk
Chair of CAMRA Cornwall tasting panel
tastingpanelchair@cornwall.camra.org.uk
NBSS coordinator for CAMRA Cornwall branch
nbsscoordinator@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Young Persons Representative
David Rescorla
youngpersonrep@cornwall.camra.org.uk
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

English hops, before having a
tour of the brewery and good
beer guide pubs in the area. It
was fantastic to get up to Bude
an area I personally have not
visited before. It was great to
Kneeling front row are Bude Brewery
team Thomas Rooke (MD),
Lian Cook (Head Brewer) and
Tom Westlake (Assistant Brewer)
Thomas Rooke serves up the 40th
Anniversary brew in Bude Rugby Club

taste the beers from Bude, Forge
and Longhill Breweries and meet a
host of locals in some fantastic

Editor, Steve Willmott
10 St Carantoc Way, Crantock, Cornwall, TR8 5SB
Telephone 07960 716930
The views expressed in this magazine are those of the
author and not necessarily of CAMRA LTD or of the
Cornwall Branch of CAMRA
Published by the Cornwall Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale 2017 ©
Annual subscription (4 copies per year)
Send cheque to the sum of £5 (inc P+P UK only) made
payable to Cornwall CAMRA at the address above.
Be sure to enclose your address too.
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A VISIT FROM ON HIGH
40 Years of CAMRA in Cornwall by Bob Teague

less than 16 events planned introducing the Wednesday Walkabouts
coming to a town near you soon please see the website for a full
listing. Just a word of thanks also to Doug Polman who leaves the
committee after many years of service, I huge thank you for all of
you efforts and your fabulously quirky buffets over the past years.
We have just had a fantastic
visit to Bude brewery where we
sampled for the every first time
the
first
of
our
40th Anniversary Brews, A
refreshing traditional amber
bitter brewed with a trio of

We have announced our 2017 Kernow CAMRA Pub’s of the Year!
With a huge cheer and massive congratulations to Robin Lawson
and his team, it’s a pleasure to announce that the Old Ale House,
Truro is the CAMRA Kernow Pub of the year 2017 and also to Dan
Rollerson and his team, at the Stable, Fistral being named CAMRA
Kernow Cider Pub of the year 2017. There is one other special mention and an award of CAMRA Kernow Pub of the year Runner-Up
that we would like to award the
‘front in Falmouth, who were
exceptionally close to the title, so
congratulations to Matt Reay and
his team in Falmouth. Vince was
kind enough to officially present
the Matt and his team their award
on Sunday 23rd April alongside
presenting Simon Treen of
Treen’s brewery with his award
for achieving
Vince Curtis presents Matt Reay
with his runner-up award
Silver in the
Best
Bitter
Category at Cornwall CAMRA Falmouth Beer
Festival 2016 for Cuckoo. Falmouth beer festival planning is underway with Dave forming his
committee and starting to recruit volunteers for
Octobers Festival. Ann & Roger have revitalised
the social diary
The Treen Family show off
with a flurry of no
their certificate for Cuckoo

As part of our recollections of 40 years of CAMRA in Cornwall, Bob Teague recalls a visit by CAMRA’s National Chairman, Jim Scanlon, in 1987.
pubs. Pubs visited were The Preston Gate
in Poughill, The King’s Arms in Stratton and The
Buller’s Arms, Marhamchurch.
The two next big events for the diary is firstly
the Festival within the show. The Royal Cornwall
Show on from the 8-10th June is where together
with the Cornwall Brewers Alliance we are hosting the Cornish Breweries showcase bar. 30+
beers, craft beers and cider from across the
county with 23 breweries being represented please do come and
show your support, this is first year hosting a bar and we would love
it to represent the diversity of Cornish brewing for years to come.
Secondly to Celebrate our 40th Anniversary were bringing back a bit
of nostalgia with a Pub Tour on a vintage bus, stopping at selection of
pubs that the A30 by-passed. A fantastic idea conceived by Steve, our
One & Ale Editor, and sure to be a huge success with plenty of photo
opportunities.
Hopefully I will see you out and about celebrating the delights of
Cornish brewing maybe at the Royal Cornwall Show or one of the
walkabouts. Falmouth Beer Festival is always a fantastic vibrant celebration of beer, cider and perry. If you fancy getting involved and
helping out on the bar you would be very welcomed just drop Ann a
mail who is looking after all of the volunteers this year
on socialsec@cornwall.camra.org.uk and I will see you there.
Cheers & bye for now
Bob Bunce chairman@cornwall.camra.org.uk

A chance meeting with Jim Scanlon in the CAMRA beer tent at Kent’s
Canterbury Cricket Week led to the national Chairman visiting one of
CAMRA’s far-flung outposts. (n.b. these beer tents are still going and
well worth a visit.) It transpired that Jim had not been to Cornwall
and, therefore, the legendary Blue Anchor at Helston. He readily
agreed to rectify this and his three-day visit went as follows.
29 October
I met Jim in Truro and we visited some Cornish Brewing Co
(Devenish) pubs while I outlined what the Branch had planned for
him. First there was the Admiral Boscawen, then the Swan and finally the Globe. Sadly none of these pubs are now open, the first
two being dwellings and the Globe a chemist – funny how times
change; I used to go to the Globe to get a headache, now I go there
to cure one.
30 October
The day was taken up by visits
to Cornwall’s two main breweries. The first was to the Cornish Brewery (Devenish) at
Redruth with ‘senior’ Cornwall
Branch members Jim Gwilliam
(Chairman), Don McWilliam
(Regional Director) and Bill
Fishleigh (Breweries Liaison
Officer). Here Bill told us that,
unexpectedly,
Devenish’s
Chairman (Michael Cannon)
and Production Director (Tony Wharmby) would not be available to
meet CAMRA’s Chairman. This was disappointing because a few
interesting questions had been lined up for them about, for example,
the “natural” Newquay Steam Beer range (pasteurised, filtered,
bottled)
Pub closures
Unwelcome ‘improvements’ to pubs
Loss of good publicans in favour of managers
Silly pub name changes (The Ship & Castle, a name summing
up Falmouth’s history, had become the Steam Rock Café)

In the afternoon St. Austell Brewery’s traditional tower brewery was
explored where Head Brewer Alan Izat welcomed us and acted as
guide. Other Cornwall Branch members joined for this visit and the
friendly, family atmosphere of the brewery could be felt; a contrast
to the morning in Redruth. After the tour there was a pleasant time
in the sample room.
Jim’s day ended with a drop of Bass in Truro.
31 October
Lunchtime saw Jim and local CAMRA members ensconced in The City
Inn, Truro enjoying the Courage Best and Directors with a bite to
eat. Jim told local press and radio representatives about CAMRA and
his visit to Cornwall. Importantly, he used the occasion for the national launch of the 1988 Good Beer Guide.
After the relaxing lunchtime came the evening social trip to sample
the delights of the Blue Anchor, Helston and its powerful beers. I’m
pleased to say that the pub has hardly changed since Jim’s visit –
distinctive beers from the quirky old Brewhouse, two delightful bars
and the skittle alley. Landlord and brewer Syd Cannon turned out in
suit and tie to greet the Chairman. Venerable CAMRA supporter and

stalwart of the
Blue
Anchor
‘Franco’
was
honoured with
an introduction.
I think the Blue
Anchor was the
highlight
of
Jim’s visit as it
reminded him of
some of the
bars in his native
Ireland.
Also, this was
purely social with no brewery representatives or media in tow. Afterwards, Jim headed for the coach with a ‘satisfied’ smile and a souvenir tankard to remind him of his trip to the
edge of the CAMRA empire.

5

6

OUT & ABOUT WITH CORNWALL CAMRA

OUT & ABOUT WITH CORNWALL CAMRA

A BRANCH DIARY
On Saturday 11th February nearly fifty CAMRA members braved
the winter weather and embarked on a Far East campaigning trip to
some of the hard to get to rural pubs. Roger our trip organiser arranged for a coach to pick members up at various places throughout
Cornwall. It was great that the Cornwall members were joined by
Devon and Somerset members as well.
We arrived at Gunnislake our first stop
and walked a short way down the hill to
The Rising Sun which is an oak-beamed
country inn dating from the 17th century
and lies in a conservation area. It had a
good choice of 5 real ales. The exposed
s t o n e
walls and
wooden
beams
allow for an extensive display of chinaware, while the beautiful terraced
garden affords views of the Tamar
Valley. A true community pub with
live music most weekends and activities including games nights.
After
a
quick hike back up the hill and a short
ride we arrived at The Rifle Voluteer,
St.Ann’s Chapel which was built as a mine
captain's house in around 1800, then
converted to a coaching inn during the
mid-19th century. The main bar lead into
a large conservatory with views over the

A BRANCH DIARY

garden and panoramic views across the Tamar Valley. This is where
we were treated to plates of pasties meat and vegetarian which we
were all very grateful for. There was a great range of beers available.
The third pub on our trip was The
White Hart, Chilsworthy, which is
cosy rural community pub is tucked
into the steep northern slopes of the
Tamar Valley near the prominent
landmark of Kit Hill. It has a woodburning stoves set in two stone chimney breasts in what used to be separate bar rooms. There were horse
brasses and other commonly artefacts. There was a small restaurant
and garden to the rear enjoying
spectacular views over Dartmoor and
the Tamar Valley.
When we arrived at the next village
Metherell, on our trip we had a
choice of two pubs both within walking distance of each other.

The Carpenters Arms, located down a
network of country lanes, it is a 15th
century pub full of character and atmosphere. The public bar had slate with
heavy black beams that held in place
massive exposed stone walls.
(Continued on page 6)

(Continued from page 5)
There was also a larger lounge which
also functions as a dining area. There
was also outdoor seating on the sun
terrace.

The Cross House was the other pub in
Metherell and is a large, comfortable, solidly-built rural family run pub with a small
function room and separate dining area.
Families and dogs are welcome. It has an
extensive garden with play area. The car
park was large and able to accommodate
our coach while we frequented the facilities and sampled the beers within the pub.
The last pub on our tour was The Bull’s
Head, Callington which is a 15th century pub
located in the centre. The pub has been under the same family ownership for many
years, and is frequented by many locals. The
bar includes a comfortable lounge with vast
stone fireplace, fairly low oak beams, latticed
windows and a profusion of brass. The pub
supports darts
teams,
and
there is live music every Friday. This
superb day was a campaigning event
to support Rural Pubs at the worst
trading time of the year and worth
braving the cold weather.

Saturday 11 March saw a walking tour of Penryn
w her e,
instead of
hiring
a
c o a c h ,
b r a nc h
members
made their
own way and twenty-five
or so met up firstly in the Thirsty Scholar. Formerly the Three Tuns,
a comfortable inn on West Street offering three beers St Austell Tribute, Skinner’s Cornish Trawler and Rebel Penryn Pale Ale. Having quenched our initial
thirst, it was down the hill to the Seven
Stars in Lower Market Street, which offered
three beers including Treen’s Cuckoo and Blue
Anchor Spingo Middle. A beer drinker’s delight
in Penryn. Next pub down the hill was the
King’s Arms An inn since
1489 with a history of kings
and ghosts, we made a beeline for the Exmoor Dark in
the comfortable dark wood
bar. Another old pub that
stretches way back
down the hill.
Last pub down by the Penryn River
was the Famous Barrel, formerly
the Commercial, with its unusual
‘barrel’ door and open fire. Sharp’s
Doom Bar, Skinner’s Betty Stogs and
Dartmoor Jail Ale were on offer.
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CORNISH BREWERS SUCCESS AT
SIBA MALTINGS FESTIVAL
The Society of Independent Brewers Association (SIBA) held their
annual South-West branch beer festival at Tucker’s Maltings in Newton Abbot over the weekend 27-29 April. This was the twenty-fifth
festival held at the Maltings and, as usual, blind tastings were undertaken by a panel of judges to reach a verdict as to which of the
beers were best in their class and an overall champion beer of the
festival.
Champion Beer of the Festival
Dawkins
Ultra
6.6%
Moor Beer Company
Stout
5.0% Silver
Country Life
Old Appledore 3.7% Bronze
Cornish brewers always do well and this year was no exception, as
the results given below demonstrate.

The Bolingey Inn is a delightful 17th century traditional
Cornish Pub situated in the picturesque hamlet of Bolingey a ten
minute walk from Perranporth. Mike & Carol offer a home cooked
lunch and dinner menu, including fresh local fish and meat specials.
All food is cooked on the premises with the majority of ingredients
sourced locally.
The bar has 4 real ales, two of which will be local.
Also a selection of lagers and ciders.
Booking for meals essential.
Open daily from 11:00
Food served 12:00-14:00 and 18:00 to 21:30
Email michaelsanders@bolingeyinn.co.uk

Telephone 01872 571626
Web page www.pubtrail.co.uk/cornwall
Bolingey Inn, Penwartha Road, Bolingey, Cornwall, TR6 0DH

At least 3 real ales, one of which is always Cornish.
Traditional pub grub. Carvery every Sunday.
Live music Friday and Saturday Evenings
Games area with pool table and dart board.
Function area. Open Mic Night every Thursday.

Mild
Driftwood Spars
Standard Bitter
Forge
Best Bitter
Forge
Skinner’s
Premium
Coastal
Skinner’s
Premium Strong
Driftwood
Speciality Light
Coastal
Bottled Beers Overall
Skinner’s
Bottled Pale
Padstow
Bottled Strong Pale Ale
St Austell
Bottled Speciality
Skinner’s

Blackheads

Silver

Discovery

Bronze

Litehouse
Lushingtons

Gold
Silver

Poseidon Extra
Porthleven

Gold
Silver

Alfie’s Revenge

Bronze

Honey Cascade

Silver

Hops n’ Honey

Silver

Kor Dorgle

Bronze

Proper Job

Gold

Hops n’ Honey

Gold
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PUBS OF THE YEAR
CORNWALL PUB OF THE YEAR
THE OLD ALE HOUSE, TRURO
As readers will see from the front
cover of this magazine, The Old Ale
House in Truro has been voted the
Cornwall Branch Pub of the Year
2017. The presentation of the award
took place on Saturday 20 May when
a large gathering of campaign members and pub regulars congratulated
manager Robin and his team.
MD of Skinner’s Brewery, Steve Skinner, was also there and he
announced that shortly a renegotiation of the lease with
Enterprise will achieve a free of
tie for the pub, enabling more
guest beers to be added to the
already wide range of Skinner’s
brewery beers, ciders and

lagers.
All beers were on offer at £3
a pint, together with complimentary pasties. Throughout
the year CAMRA members
receive a discount on real ales
upon production of their
membership card.

CIDER PUB OF THE YEAR
THE STABLE, NEWQUAY
The presentation of Cider Pub of the
Year took place on Saturday 13 May
at Fistral Beach, Newquay.

Daniel Rollerson, General
Manager and self-confessed
‘cider head’ is presented
with the award by Cornwall
CAMRA committee members Lin Dopson and Vince
Curtis.
Tasting trainer Dave Rowe
(pictured right) and The
Stables own resident cider
maker and blender Matt
Adams (pictured left) and
all the staff joined a large
contingent of CAMRA members to celebrate the
awarding of Cider Pub of
the Year. After a substantial
buffet of cheeses and home
-baked pizzas Dave Rowe
guided branch members
through a tasting of 10
different ciders from the 60
or so ciders on offer at this modern beachside bar/restaurant.
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Calling CAMRA members from all
branches…..
x
x
x
x
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WEDNESDAY WALKABOUTS

Enjoyed your holiday in Cornwall?
Had a few great local beers?
Visited a few great pubs but would like to go to another one or two?
Think it would be a great place to come back to with a few of your CAMRA friends?

Well please take up Cornwall CAMRA’s invitation to bring your local group down to Cornwall. We are inviting you to come down and join us for
a pint or two of great local beer in lovely surroundings over the year. Cornwall is a fantastic county at any time of the year, not just in the
summer!
Recently some members of the Wakefield Branch of CAMRA
visited Cornwall to present an award to Rebel Brewery. They
met up with some of our members and visited some of the
local hostelries as well as the brewery. We enjoyed hosting

Fellow CAMRA Members, let me introduce myself – I’m Ann and I have just taken over as the new Social Secretary for CAMRA Kernow for
the coming year. I am sharing this post with Roger Webster and in starting this exciting post we are brimming over with ideas for our Cornwall Branch to get together over a pint or two throughout the coming year.
Wednesday Walkabouts
One of our first ideas is the new Wednesday Walkabouts. These are what they say on the pint pot – to misquote a famous phrase - to
go out for a relaxed informal fun evening, walking round a town or village, visiting the pubs on the way. The walk won’t be long or strenuous! Just enough to get you to the next pub.
Let’s Go to the Pub!
The idea is to enjoy the evenings throughout the summer months in visiting a few pubs in villages or towns locally. Everyone is welcome!
The details of the date, rendezvous time and pubs to visit will be listed in the CAMRA diary dates. We are linking these Walkabouts in with
public transport to the town or village. Keep an eye on the diary because some of the start times may vary according to the public transport
availability. (The St Ives tour is on a Thursday 13 July, to take into account the Pilchard Press opening times). If you want to arrive earlier
than the published time, we will see you there at the arranged time! We will also be looking at the possibility of arranging group taxis back
to the nearest railway or bus station so that you can relax and enjoy the evening whilst knowing you can still get home at the end of the
evening! If you are at work then you can text us as you arrive in the town and we can let you know where we are and you can catch up! I
have published the order of pubs to be visited below so if there is no phone signal as you join the tour then you will know the order of pubs
we are visiting as you catch us up.
Whatpub & Scoring
We are hoping that you will score the beers as you visit each pub using Whatpub. We would like to increase the amount of scores Cornwall
CAMRA members record and this gives you a great opportunity to visit pubs you may not have been to before, chat about your beer and
then score it.
All Welcome!
I realise that it may not be easy for everyone to go to each event. The idea is to spread these evenings out across Cornwall and enjoy different places, different pubs and their beer. If you are able to come to one near you then we will be delighted to see you. If you can make
all of them, even better! Please do email me socialsec@cornwall.camra.org.uk before the date to let me know if you are planning to come
so we know who to expect in the pub!
Look out for the walker logo on the Diary Dates to see where the Wednesday Walkabout is taking place, and come along and join us!
We look forward to seeing you throughout the summer months.
Please let us know if you are coming along to any of the Walkabouts by emailing Ann at socialsec@cornwall.camra.org.uk

WEDNESDAY WALKABOUT—FALMOUTH
10 MAY

The first Wednesday Walkabout to celebrate Mild Month of May was a
well attended and much enjoyed! An evening of Milds in three different pubs in Falmouth, what is not to like?

TWICE CAMRA
S W REGION
PUB OF THE
YEAR

3311
DIFFERENT ALES
IN
TWENTY ONE
YEARS

Thirteen members came
along
to
The
Front
(pictured right) to sample
the delights of the three
delicious milds on offer Driftwood Spars Brewery
Blackheads Mild, Wildman
Rye Mild, and Sarah
Hughes Dark Ruby Mild.

The impressive array of
pumps (left) shows why
this pub came very close to
being the branch Pub of
the Year this year.

REAL ALES, REAL FOOD, REAL CIDERS, REAL PUB
LUNCHES, EVENING MEALS, BAR SNACKS AND SUNDAY LUNCHES OF EXCEPTIONAL VALUE
FRESHLY PREPARED FROM LOCAL PRODUCE
PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
CAMRA’S NATIONAL PUB OF THE YEAR 2000

The group then moved slowly along
to Beerwolf Books and enjoyed Penzance Mild and more Sarah Hughes.

10 MAY

hearty few made
it up the hill to
The Hand

A Warm and Friendly Welcome Awaits from
Jay, Steph and the Team
in our beautiful, traditional 16th century inn
Real Ales and Wide Selection of Gins and
Malt Whiskies
Locally Sourced, Home Cooked Food and
Traditional Sunday Lunches
Dog Friendly
where Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby Mild was available. Members agreed
it was a great first Wednesday Walkabout.

10% Discount on Real Ales for CAMRA members
Large Garden and Courtyard
Function Room Available

Why not come along and join us for the next few Walkabouts? Keep
an eye on the CAMRA diary online for details or email for details.
Look forward to seeing you over a beer!
Ann Burnett socialsec@cornwall.camra.org.uk

01637860225
Email: thefalconinnstmawgan@gmail.com
www.thefalconinnstmawgan.co.uk
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PUB NEWS
A long-term Good
Beer Guide listed
pub has lost its
licensees,
the
New
Inn at
Wendron (right).
Landlord
Nigel
originally said he
would stay for 10
ye a r s
b e f ore
moving on; in the event, he did 12 years’ hard labour, together with his wife and daughter who
mainly took on the food side of the operation. We
wish them well in their next venture. Meanwhile
the new owners have moved in and reopened the
pub after a short closedown to sort themselves out,
and reports say that it seems to be pretty much
business as usual, at least with the beer. Four real
ales, being Tribute, Betty Stogs, Hops ‘n Honey,
and a guest beer were spotted during an early visit.
In the far east near Torpoint, the Ring O’Bells at
Antony has quietly established a new presence,
after sale and extensive refit, and now renamed the
Carew Arms. Styling itself as a gastropub, it sells
two real ales, one of which is Tribute (whose
malting barley is grown on their own farm), the
other of which varies but is usually from a Cornish
microbrewery such as Harbour. They also offer up
to 50 different mostly Cornish, bottled brews. The
pub hosts a combined village shop and café in the
former skittle alley.
A new micropub is to spring up in Bude during
June, subject to planning consent. Called the Barrel at Bude Alehouse, it is located in a former
fancy dress shop in the town centre, and will operate in similar fashion to the Pilchard Press in St
Ives, opening evenings only Wednesday to Friday,
all day Saturday from 13:00, and again Sunday if
there's beer left or until it runs out. Cornish real
ales and draught ciders are promised, along with
wine and gin. Owner Ian O'Hare promises a pub
that 'listens to its customers, mainly serves cask
ales, promotes conversation, shuns all forms of
electronic entertainment and dabbles in traditional
pub snacks'.
More recent re-openings, again after refurbishment
work, are the Cribbar in Newquay (formerly a
Wetherspoons, now owned by pub chain Stonegate), and the Western Inn in St Austell. The
Mount Ambrose Inn at Redruth, bought from St
Austell Brewery last autumn by Keltek Brewery and
closed since, has recently reopened (7 May). We
await initial reports. The Railway Inn at Illogan
Highway, similarly closed after sale to Keltek, is still
awaiting new tenants. Finally, Mark Graham , landlord of previous branch Pub of the Year the Star Inn
at Vogue, has taken on a second Punch Taverns
pub, the Star Inn at St Erth.
Pub Closures
We have also seen three sudden closures. In the
east of the county, the Halfway House beside the
A38 at Twowatersfoot
(between Bodmin and
) closed
Liskeard,
abruptly
in
mid-April.
According to the owners, it
has lost around half its

MAKING A PIG’S EAR OF IT
In the Spring edition of this magazine your editor described his trip
up to London in late November 2016 for the Pig’s Ear beer festival
that took place in Hackney. Here is part two that saw me both visit
the festival and sightsee my way around former breweries. Pig’s Ear
is cockney rhyming slang for beer, but I’ve also entitled this article
the way it is because of the things that did or potentially could have
gone wrong.

After queuing to get in, even though I arrived half an hour after the
scheduled opening time, because someone had lost the keys to the
portaloos, I was expecting to meet the Whiting party from Liskeard.
I have travelled with them for the last few years to this festival and
it is one of their favourites. No sign of them or Karen’s bacon & egg
pie, even on the balcony of this
former Methodist Chapel. I had also
arranged to meet my friend John
Worthington (good old brewery
name but no relation) who now
lives in London. It was looking like I
was going to be Stevie No Mates
when I received a text from him
that he’d eaten a dodgy curry the
night before and couldn’t come to
the festival. Previously, John Smith
(another brewery name) from Okehampton had apologised that he

passing trade due to ongoing closures of
the A38 for roadworks, and is losing substantial money as a result.
To the west, the
Coldstreamer
( ) in Gulval,
outside Penzance,
closed in March.
It seems like this
is another case of
disgruntled licensees chucking the pub keys back at owners
Punch Taverns, but whatever has happened the place is still closed and presumably new tenants will be sought.
In Falmouth, the Wodehouse Arms
closed on 6 March following the departure
of its licensees after 12 years. Owners St
Austell Brewery were seeking new tenants;
it was still closed at the end of April.

Meanwhile, not a new closure but an
ongoing one: the Chain Locker, also
in Falmouth, has run into problems
during its refit by St Austell Brewery. A
historical Grade II listed building, refurbishment was always going to be a
tricky business but apparently, apart
from uncovering some interesting archaeological features during stripping
down, more serious problems with the
building have been found including
subsidence and a need for structural
underpinning to hold the place up! This
means the hoped-for reopening date of
early Spring has been missed and it
looks like late summer or even into
autumn before reopening can now be
considered.
.camra.org.uk

was not well enough to travel. Just as I was
sending text messages to everyone I received a
welcome call from Ann Burnett, now the branch
social secretary. She was on the ground floor of
the festival and looking for me as I was sat in the
balcony. You are never alone for long at a CAMRA
beer festival and Ann had been in London for a
few days already as her sister was being awarded
her PhD and a family gathering ensued. She was staying at the
Paddington Hilton, a bit more upmarket than me, but more of that
later.
Having sorted out where the beers that I wanted to try were being
kept both Ann and I settled down to try a few halves and sometimes a third and saved our seats on the balcony. We were joined
later in the afternoon by both Bob and Sonia Bunce from Cornwall
branch who had arranged work meetings in London to coincide with
the Pig’s Ear festival.
Once the early evening arrived we decided it was time to head back
into central London so that I could check-in to my hotel, freshen up
and meet again for a few swifties before bedtime. The train back to
Liverpool Street was okay, but we found serious Tube delays to
travel any further East. What do you do in these circumstances?
You find a pub while they sort it all out. Of course every other commuter had a similar idea and the pub we found was packed. It was
a Nicholson’s pub and the only real ale on offer was brewed by St
Austell of course, but it wasn’t very enjoyable. Having not slept on
the coach the night before and spent the afternoon at Pig’s Ear beer
festival tiredness quickly came over me and I decided to try the
Tube once more and get myself to Bayswater. Fortunately my hotel
was just around the corner from the station. Although a little
cramped, at first glance it seemed a nice room for the money
(about £60 for one night B&B). A quick freshen up and I was ready
to start a small crawl, basing my route on CAMRA’S London Pub
Walks by Bob Steel. A newer version is out now and I recommend it
as a good guide to the better pubs of London within easy walking
distance of each other. The nearest pub to my hotel in my 2013
edition was The King’s Head on Moscow Road. Described as ‘smart
and tasteful and having beers from Fuller’s or SIBA brewers with a
CAMRA discount’ I was somewhat disappointed to find Greene King
IPA or Abbot as the limited choice. The food menu wasn’t very
inspiring either but I opted for a ‘Dirty Burger’ (their description not
mine) and found a table, but the pub was again packed, this time
with customers watching football on the TV. There were numerous
screens all over the pub and it was impossible to get away from.
Texts and phone calls to Bob, Sonia and Ann resulted in abandoning
any idea of meeting up again that evening. I took the opportunity
of a relatively early night to catch up on my sleep to be ready for
the next day back at Pig’s Ear. Unfortunately, back at my hotel I
found the room to be freezing cold and spent the whole night trying
to keep warm. The radiator needed bleeding, the metal window
wasn’t double glazed or could be fully closed and there weren’t
enough blankets on the bed. Even after resorting to almost getting
fully dressed once more I ended up with another sleepless night.
After a good breakfast I was ready to try and complete my tour of
old brewery sites in London. There were people waiting at the bus
stop right outside my hotel and I joined them. After a good 15-20
minutes a bus arrived only to travel no more than a mile down the
road when the driver announced we had reached our destination. I
walked round the corner to the next stop and had to wait more
than half an hour while watching dozens of buses on the route I
wanted going in the opposite direction. The queue got bigger and
bigger until ours finally arrived and was immediately stuck in traffic.
By the time we reached Hyde Park Corner I gave up and caught the
Tube. Roadworks not far ahead were causing chaos and the bus
was going to turn around. A right pig’s ear of it again.
My Tube took me to Barbican and a short walk from the former
Whitbread Brewery on Chiswell Street. Rebuilt on the site of the
Goat brewhouse in 1750 as the first purpose-built mass-production
brewery in the world. Brewing ceased in 1976 and the site has now
(Continued on page 18)
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BREWERY NEWS
New Brewster for Isles of Scilly
On the island of St Mary's, Ales of Scilly owner/brewer Mark Praeger
has now taken a back seat and leased his brewery to Jen Trevithick,
originally from Falmouth in Cornwall. Jen has taken enthusiastically
to her new role as a Brewster, and has set the new holiday season
off to a good start by succeeding in brewing enough of the core
beers, Schiller Pale Ale and Challenger Best Bitter, to keep a large
number of very thirsty rowers in the World Pilot Gig Championships
well lubricated over the May Day weekend. These beers are also
bottled (unpasteurised, but not bottle-conditioned as real ale), as
are the other two main beers in the range, T W Lawson (a porter)
and Association (a stronger pale ale at 5%). All four beers have
been branded 'Shipwreck series' as they are named after ships
which have foundered around the islands. Other 'one-off' beers will
continue to appear to commemorate local or seasonal events as
before.
Jen has a lot of plans for the brewery. She will be supporting a lot of
the events that are happening on the isles whilst supplying the bars,
cafes, restaurants and shops on all 5 inhabited islands. As she says,
'There is a massive drive to use local produce on the islands. Organisers from a number of events have already approached me and are
looking to support local businesses where possible. I am looking
forward to a full events calendar for this summer and in the future'.
Having a background in marketing and events management, Jen
also has some plans for events for the brewery itself, yet to be revealed.
Blue Anchor Brewer Retires
A host of friends and
regulars gathered at the
Blue Anchor, Helston on
Tuesday 28 February to
celebrate the retirement
of Tim Sears the brewer
there for the past thirtyfive years. Simon the
landlord made a speech
and presented Tim with a
wooden model of a
brewer's paddle. Merwin
Wass a CAMRA member
since 1980 (37 years)
presented Tim with the
CAMRA gold award and
thanked him for what he
has done for real ale and brewing of the distinctive Spingo Ales at
the Blue.

DELABOLE
BEER FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 14 JULY 2017
FROM 6PM
IN THE DELABOLE PLAYING
FIELD MARQUEE
LIVE MUSIC FROM
‘FEEDBACK’
ADMISSION £3
TO INCLUDE A COMMEMORATIVE GLASS
ALL KEG BEERS AND CIDERS £2.50 PER PINT
FOOD BARS
THANK YOU TO :
The GUYS and the WENCHES for
volunteering to serve at the bar
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MAKING A PIG’S EAR OF IT
(Continued from page 16)
been converted into an events venue and
hotel–The Montcalm London City & Brewery. To be honest I did look at room
rates before I booked my Bayswater B&B
as I thought it might be fun to stay in a
former brewery, but at £250-£300 I will
have to leave it until I win the Lottery.
The smartly dressed commissionaires
glared at me as I took photos of the
exterior such that I daren’t ask if I could
look inside the old brewery yard that still
has its cobbles and Victorian clock.
Within the complex is the Porter Tun Room, where beer was once
stored in giant wooden vats. Concrete cisterns under the floor are
lined with pitch to withstand the beer’s acidity and around 3.4 million
pints of porter could be matured here.
Earlier delays meant time was marching on and I needed to get out to
Hackney once more. I caught the bus
outside Liverpool Street station and
soon alighted at Hackney Town Hall
as I had spotted a Wetherspoons
opposite here the previous day. Baxter’s Court is a modern new-build pub
with all the usual features of this pub
chain. Just as I was tucking-in to my
steak and Doom Bar ale pie and a pint of something I didn’t record I
was approached by a West Indian guy, complete with trilby hat, who
wanted to ‘high five’ me and was asking for money. The pub was
busy and he continued to pester the other customers, never spotted

by the bar or serving staff. Welcome to Hackney I thought.
After no further incidents I was soon able to catch another bus to the
CAMRA beer festival in the Round Chapel and this time meet my
friend John Worthington. He had not been able to make it the day
before so we had some catching up to do. I was able to try some
beers that were not available the previous day as they hadn’t settled
at that time. There was a wide selection of London breweries on offer
at the festival as the revolution in microbrewing continues. There are
69 London breweries listed in this year’s Good Beer Guide. Two of
these are part of the Brewhouse & Kitchen chain. John and I decided

to visit the Highbury one (pictured above) on my way back to Victoria,
where the beer is brewed on a little microbrewery within the pub. We
munched on some of the grain ingredients, swilling them down with a
mid-range bitter. We also dropped in to the GBG-listed Charles Lamb
on Elia Street, Islington and Craft Beer Co on White Lion Street, Pentonville. The latter had four handpulls with ‘real cask conditioned’ ale
on the bar alongside a multitude of key cask/keg fonts. You don’t
need to guess which ones we tried. One noteworthy conclusion about
this area of London was that all the pubs were packed on a damp
Wednesday evening at the end of November. Highbury & Islington
was once a run down, relatively cheap area to live. Not any more with
house prices going through the roof. Will Hackney be next?

The Countryman Inns

JIM STREET
3-3-1941 to 7-5-2017

Happy memories were recalled when friends and family of one time chairman of
Cornwall CAMRA, Jim Street,
gathered at the Rising Sun,
Truro following the service of
cremation at Penmount. Jim
joined the branch in 1987 and
worked hard including the
organising of the beer festivals when they were held in
the City Hall. Lots of helpers
would be invited back to Jim
& Sue’s house during the
afternoon break. Funeral
donations were in aid of Cancer Research UK.
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GOOD BEER GUIDE
PUB SELECTION
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ST AUSTELL BREWERY SMALL BATCH BREWS BEER CLUB
Season two of the 2017 Small Batch Beer Club started on 29 th May.
Each Season provides nine new beers over a twelve week period.
Many of these beers are brewed in collaboration with other brewers,
both from the UK and overseas.
Chosen from season one 2017, to go into the main brewery will be
“Skipper Ale”, brewed in collaboration with Harpoon Brewery, Boston
Massachusetts. Unfortunately for Cornish drinkers, this ale will be
sold exclusively through the Nicholson’s pub chain. The nearest
Nicholson’s pubs are in Oxford!
However, if you visit the St Austell Brewery Visitor Centre, the shop
has many of the Small Batch Brew ales as RAIB, don’t forget to take
your CAMRA membership card with you, it will get you a substantial
discount.
Here are some of the nine brews from the 2017 first season.
Hop In The Dock  4.5% Brewed with a hop variety
still on trial!
Hop In The Dock was brewed by Adam Lumb, a brewer
who has been with St Austell Brewery for six years. This
English Ale is amber in colour from the 50/50 blend of
two classic malts used here at St Austell Brewery. Maris
Otter Pale and unique Cornish Gold malts. Coupled with
the 4.5% abv, this gives the beer a solid backbone and structure
that allows the experimental hop that is still un-named and only
referred to as CF190, to show us what it’s got! From early indications, descriptors have included cherry, pine, vanilla and peach.
Divine Inspiration  3.9% Divine Inspiration is a
collaboration between the Bath Ales and St Austell
Brewery brewing teams.
Divine Inspiration is a session pale ale that will fulfil all
of your expectations but challenge your taste buds.
Brewed using Columbus, Chinook, Rakau and 7270 hops
to provide contrasting fruit and pine flavours and aromas, it has a crisp light colour and a keen bitter finish.

The 2017 Good Beer Guide is available in all good book shops or can be ordered on line from www.camra.org.uk. The Cornwall Branch pubs officer Rod
Davis also has a number of guides that may be purchased at a discount rate
to CAMRA members if you like to contact him initially by email pubsofficer@cornwall.camra.org.uk
The selection process for the 2018 Guide is complete and printing will commence shortly. A meeting was held on 25 February in Bodmin where the
difficult job of choosing 62 entries (plus reserves) from some 600 pubs across
Cornwall was made. The hunt for suitable candidates to go into the each
Good Beer Guide is a constant one. Only the very best, who sell consistently
good real ale throughout the year, get selected. Contrary to popular belief,
nobody gets ‘dropped’ out of the Guide – it is effectively scrapped each year
and the CAMRA membership has to sit down and argue its way through a new
set of candidates and do a re-write. To help us in our selection, we collect
beer quality information through CAMRA’s National Beer Scoring System
(NBSS) in which members are asked to contribute scores for beers that they
have tasted in pubs throughout the year.
The easiest way to score beers is by using the online pub guide WhatPub
(http://whatpub.com) using your membership number and chosen password.
Search for the pub on the data base using pub name, town or follow the drop
down menus that are there to help. Submit your beer score from 0-5 and all
these will be forwarded to the branch coordinator. A version of WhatPub
optimised for use on a smart phone and a downloadable app are now available, so that you can now score your beer in the pub while you drink it!
If you don’t have online access at all (and we appreciate that not all members
have this means of reporting beer scores) you can ask your NBSS Coordinator
which in Cornwall CAMRA’s case is Steve Barber. He will normally be at any
branch meeting with paper forms that he will then be able to enter your
scores for you. To make this selection system work at its optimum we need
many more members from Cornwall CAMRA to submit their scores.
We ask members to score the pubs continually not just once or twice. Please
spend a small amount of time beer scoring and be an active member.
The branch has also selected this year’s Pub of the Year and Cider Pub of the
Year by members voting for their choice. See page 9 for details.

The original independent guide
to good beer and good pubs
You’re never far from a great pub and an excellent pint with the
Good Beer Guide to hand. Now in its 44th edition, the fully
revised and updated Guide recommends pubs in England,
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and offshore islands that
serve the best real ale.
From country inns through urban style bars to backstreet
boozers—if you love pubs, don’t leave home without the
Good Beer Guide.
x
Entries for more than 4,500 of the UK’s best pubs, in
rural and urban areas, with details about beer, food, pub
gardens, accommodation, family facilities, disabled
access, opening hours and transport links.
x
All pubs are tried and tested and get a full review—there
are no short, unchecked ‘lucky dip’ entries.
x
Lively and informative colour features on beer, pubs,
brewing and consumer issues, plus a listing of CAMRA
beer festivals around the country.
x
Unique Breweries section listing all UK real ale breweries
-micro, regional and national-and their regular beers
along with hundreds of CAMRA tasting notes. This
edition features almost 1,540 breweries and more than
7,000 beers.
x
The Good Beer Guide is completely independent. Pubs
are regularly checked by local CAMRA volunteers and,
unlike many other pub guides, we make no charge for
entries.

Target the market  3.7% A low gravity beer, but a
favourite from the first season.
Target the market is a classic English bitter brewed by
one of the three brewing shift leaders, Grant Coles. Grant
has been with the company since 2007, starting in the
cask yard and working through the fermentation rooms to
become a shift leader in 2016. Setting out to craft a traditional English brew, Maris Otter and Crystal malts combine to form
the backbone of this highly sessionable ale – low in ABV but still
packing plenty of flavour imparted by the mix of historic Goldings and
more contemporary Target hops. Target gained rapid popularity with
brewers and growers alike when first cultivated back in the 1970s
due to its high flavour intensity and disease resistance. Cedar and
pine aromas with grassy, caramel flavours make for an extremely
enjoyable partner to the classic pub lunch!
Where to find Small Batch Brews in Cornwall
The Turks Head Penzance
Coldstreamer, Gulval
Star Inn, St Just
The Boathouse, Falmouth
Seven Stars, Falmouth
Plume of Feathers, Portscatho
The Royal Oak, Perranwell Station
New Inn, Veryan
Harbour Inn, Porthleven
Star Inn, Crowlas
Pilchard Press Ale House, St Ives
New Inn, Park Bottom
Blisland Inn, Blisland
St Agnes Hotel, St Agnes
New Inn, Tywardreath
Hewas Inn, Sticker
Cornish Arms, St Merryn
The Headland, Newquay
The Shipwrights, Padstow
Polgooth Inn, Polgooth
Molesworth, Wadebridge
Rashleigh Arms, Charlestown The Port William, Tintagel
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ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE
1/4 PAGE

ONE EDITION
£60.00

ANNUAL(4 EDITIONS)
£200.00 (£50/edition)

1/2 PAGE

£120.00

£400.00 (£100/edition)

FULL PAGE

£240.00

£800.00 (£200/edition)

BACK PAGE

£360.00

£1,200.00 (£300/edition)

For any other sizes or options, prices on application
All prices subject to VAT
Assistance available to design advertisements from One & Ale Editor,
Steve Willmott—see contact details Page 2.
Advertising Co-ordinator
Christopher Mason
Deadline for Next Issue: AUTUMN
1A Penweathers Lane
10 August
Truro
TR1 3PW
Phone:
01872 277349
Mobile:
07828 166819
Email:
advertising@cornwall.camra.org.uk

Thursday 8 June
To Saturday 10

Royal Cornwall Show

Saturday 10 June
To Sunday 18
Friday 16 June
To Sunday 18
Friday 16 June
To Sunday 18
Saturday 24 June
Friday 23 June
To Sunday 25

Polperro Festival

Friday 14 July
Friday 14 July
To Sunday 16
Saturday 22 July

Joint with Cornwall Brewers Alliance
30+ Real Ales, Craft Beer & Cider
Fine ales throughout the village

Merrymoor, Mawgan Porth
Completely Celtic Ale, Cider & Music

Watermill, Lelant
Beer & Music Festival 40 ales & ciders

Wadebridge Lions beerfest
Helston-Lizard Rotary Beer Fest
Epworth Hall, Coinagehall St, Helston
Free pint on production of CAMRA card

Delabole Carnival beer fest
Falcon Inn, St Mawgan
(1-11pm) Jay & Steph’s beer festival

Star Inn, Vogue
Bash Out the Back

Friday 28 July
To Saturday 29
Friday 28 July
To Sunday 30
Tuesday 8 August
To Saturday 12
Friday 25 August
To Sunday 27
25-28 August

Dobwalls Charity Beer Fest
Highwayman Inn, Dobwalls

Polzeath Beer Festival
The Point, St Minver, Polzeath

Great British Beer Festival
Olympia, London

St Ives Beer & Cider Festival
Guildhall, Street-an-Pol, St Ives

Bowgie Inn, Crantock

Ale & Cider Fest in aid of Cornwall Hospice Care

Friday 8 September
Sunday 10
22-24 September

Little Orchard Cider & Music
Healey’s Cornish Cider Farm, Penhallow

Newquay Beer Festival

See page 12 for ticket details Hendra Holiday Park, Lions Club

22-24 September

Bodmin & Wenford Steam &

Ale Festival Bodmin General Stn
Purchase platform ticket for entry to fest, or take a steam ride too
If any readers know of any other beer festivals that have dates
fixed for 2017 please notify details to the editor.

The J D Wetherspoon voucher system is available to CAMRA
members in Cornwall, where there are now 10 Wetherspoon
pubs; Penzance, St Ives, Camborne, Helston, Falmouth, Truro,
Perranporth, Newquay , St Austell and Bodmin.
In addition the following pubs also offer a discount on real ale,
real cider and/or food upon production of your CAMRA membership card.
Falmouth
Quayside
Falmouth
Chainlocker (temporarily closed)
Marazion
Fire Engine
Newquay
Cribbar
Newquay
Red Lion
St Mawgan
Falcon Inn
Truro
Old Ale House
CAMRA Kernow believe there are more pubs than listed here.
Please contact pubsofficer@cornwall.camra.org.uk

See Wednesday Walkabouts Page 13
Saturday 24 June
Branch Meeting
12:30

Ship Inn, Gonvena Hill, Wadebridge

Sunday 23 July

Haywood’s Cider Farm

Minibus being arranged subject to sufficient interest. Contact Ann

Saturday 2 September

3 Brewery Tour

Ponsanooth, Dynamite Valley, Treen’s & Woodman’s

19-21 October

Falmouth Beer Festival

Help required contact Sonia Bunce Princess Pavilion, Melvill Rd

Saturday 4 November
To be confirmed.

Tintagel Brewery tour

Please see website and book your place

One & Ale is Published by Cornwall CAMRA and Printed by Thistleprint Ltd, Unit 6 Aston Court, Leeds, LS13 2AF

